REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 6-10 and 16-18 are pending. Claims 1, 6 and 16 are 
amended herein. No new matter is added as a result of the claim 
amendments. 

103 Rejections 

The instant Office Action states that Claims 1-3, 6-10 and 16-18 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fichou et al. 
("Fichou;" U.S. Patent No. 5,602,830) in view of Widjaja et al. ("Widjaja;" 
U.S. Patent No. 5,406,556). The Applicants have reviewed the cited 
references and respectfully assert that the present invention as recited in 
Claims 1-3, 6-10 and 16-18 is not anticipated nor rendered obvious by Fichou 
and Widjaja, alone or in combination. 

Applicants respectfully agree with the statement in the instant Office 
Action that Fichou does not disclose establishing a second order for 
transmitting data packets that is different from a first order, where the 
order for transmitting data packets is based on the data packets' respective 
destination addresses. Applicants respectfully submit that Widjaja does 
not overcome the shortcomings of Fichou, based on the following rationale. 

According to Widjaja, a "split bit" is initially set to zero (0) for all 
packets. At sort network 60, packets are ordered according to their "activity 
bit" and then by destination. At trap network 70, if two or more adjacent 
packets have the same address, the split bit remains at 0 for the first packet 
that has that address, and is changed to one (1) for the other adjacent 
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packets that have that address. Thus, some number of adjacent packets 
that have the same address will all have their split bit set to 1 (that is, all 
adjacent packets that have the same address, except for the first packet that 
has that address, have a split bit set to 1). 

According to Widjaja, the packets are then sorted by sort network 80. 
In essence, packets are sorted based on the value of their split bit (in 
combination with a value of the activity bit) and then according to their 
destination address. The details of the sort are provided beginning at 
column 6, line 67, of Widjaja. After sorting by sort network 80 into a 
sequence of packets, those packets that have a split bit equal to 0 are in the 
first part of the sequence, while those packets that have a split bit equal to 1 
are in the latter part of the sequence. 

Thus, according to Widjaja, when more than two adjacent packets at 
trap network 70 have the same address, sort network 80 will place the first 
of those adjacent packets into the first part of the sequence, and will place 
the remainder of those adjacent packets into the latter part of the sequence. 
Importantly, according to Widjaja, the remainder of those adjacent packets 
that have the same address and that are placed into the latter part of the 
sequence will remain adjacent to each other in the sequence. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that Widjaja, alone or in 
combination with Fichou, does not show or suggest "a mechanism for 
selecting from said data packets according to their respective destination 
addresses, said mechanism for establishing a second order for 
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transmitting said data packets that is different from said first order, said 
second order based on respective destination addresses of said data packets, 
said second order comprising all of said data packets received in said first 
order , said second order established by first selecting one data packet 
having said first destination address and second selecting one data packet 
having said second destination address, wherein said first selecting and 
said second selecting are alternated " as recited in independent Claim 1 
(emphasis added). Claims 2 and 3 are dependent on Claim 1 and recite 
additional limitations. 

Also, Applicants respectfully submit that Widjaja, alone or in 
combination with Fichou, does not show or suggest a method that includes 
"establishing a second order for transmitting said data packets that is 
different from said first order, said second order based on respective 
destination addresses of said data packets, said second order comprising all 
of said data packets received in said first order , said second order 
established by first selecting one data packet having said first destination 
address and second selecting one data packet having said second 
destination address, wherein said first selecting and said second selecting 
occur on alternate turns " as recited in independent Claim 6 (emphasis 
added). Claims 7-10 are dependent on Claim 6 and recite additional 
limitations. 

Furthermore, Applicants respectfully submit that Widjaja, alone or 
in combination with Fichou, does not show or suggest "a driver that selects 
from said data packets according to their respective destination addresses, 
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said driver for establishing a second order for transmitting said data 
packets that is different from said first order, said second order based on 
respective destination addresses of said data packets, said second order 
comprising all of said data packets received in said first order , said second 
order established by first selecting one data packet having said first 
destination address and second selecting one data packet having said 
second destination address, said first selecting and said second selecting 
alternately continued through said data packets " as recited in independent 
Claim 16 (emphasis added). Claims 17-18 are dependent on Claim 16 and 
recite additional limitations. 

In summary, Applicants respectfully submit that Fichou and 
Widjaja, alone or in combination, do not show or suggest the present 
invention as recited in independent Claims 1, 6 and 16, and that the basis 
for rejecting Claims 1, 6 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is traversed. 
Applicants also respectfully submit that the basis for rejecting Claims 2-3 
(dependent on Claim 1), Claims 7-10 (dependent on Claim 6), and Claims 
17-18 (dependent on Claim 16) under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is traversed, as 
Claims 2-3, 7-10 and 17-18 are dependent on allowable base claims and 
recite additional limitations. 

Conclusions 

In light of the above remarks, Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration of the rejected claims. 
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Based on the arguments presented above, Applicants respectfully 
assert that Claims 1-3, 6-10, and 16-18 overcome the rejections of record 
and, therefore, Applicants respectfully solicit allowance of these claims. 



Applicants have reviewed the reference cited but not relied upon. 
Applicants did not find this reference to show or suggest the present 
claimed invention: U.S. Patent No. 5,612,959. 

The Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' undersigned 
representative if the Examiner believes such action would expedite 
resolution of the present Application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WAGNER, MURABITO & HAO LLP 





Two North Market Street 
Third Floor 

San Jose, California 95113 
(408) 938-9060 
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